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VPC Newsletter
The Aims of the VPC are: •

To promote a practical understanding of policing
am ongst all young people.

•

To encourage the spirit of adventure and good
citizenship.

•

To support local policing priorities through
volunteering and give young people a chance to be
heard.

•

To inspire young people to participate positively in
their communities.
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A Christmas message...
As 2021 draws to a close, it’s a time to reflect, look back but also look forward.
The impact of COVID restrictions remains with us, and with the emergence of the Omicron variant we
face an uncertain period, until more is known.
But thanks to the dedication and commitment of our Mini-police, Cadets, Volunteers, Colleagues,
Supporters, Partners, and Families, VPC programs in every police force area across England and Wales
have once again made a huge difference in their communities and for each other.
We have embraced online activities and events using different platforms and keeping in touch.
During the last year Cadets, Leaders and VPC schemes have won many awards, commendations, and
other recognition.
Cadets have been chosen as High Sheriff or Lord Lieutenant Cadets, taking on an additional ceremonial
voluntary role, supporting these important civic functions.
Despite the challenges we have faced, new VPC units have opened and welcomed new young people
starting out on their Cadet journey. We have said goodbye, sometimes virtually, and good luck to those
moving on from their VPC, but also a warm ‘welcome back’ for many of these ex-Cadets who have come
back as adult staff leaders or go on to other roles in the policing family.
As ever, youth-led social action has been at the forefront of VPC activity, with cadets supporting food
banks local charities, local neighborhood policing teams, and carrying out heritage crime projects across
England & Wales.
As well as (COVID restrictions permitting) taking part in Duke of Edinburgh Awards expeditions and trips,
meeting specialist policing teams and units, Armed Forces, and other Blue Light services
There have been some inspiring activities and opportunities with incredible partners and supporters,
ranging from Cadets working with The Walt Disney Company, the Security Institute, Stephen Lawrence
Day Foundation, White Ribbon UK, Royal British Legion, and many others. Thank you everyone who has
participated, joined us, and encouraged their young people to take part.
From all of us at the National VPC Team, we wish you and your families a safe and a very merry
Christmas and wish you all the best for 2022.

Stay safe, look after each other and thank you.

National VPC Team
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Remembrance Day 2021
VPC units across England & Wales
were out in force on this year’s
Remembrance Day, remembering
and honoring those who not only
gave their lives fighting in conflicts,
but those who were victims of
terrorist attacks and those that
continue to live with their injuries.
On Sunday 14th November, Cadets
marched alongside other
uniformed youth groups, including
Army Cadets, Air Training Corps,
Scouts and Guides, in local parades
across England & Wales.
The VPC were also represented in
the National Remembrance parade
at the Cenotaph in Whitehall,
London by a contingent from the
Metropolitan Police VPC .
There were many comments on
social media from VPC units and
police forces from Senior Officers
and public alike who commented
on how professional Cadets were.
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Greater Manchester Cadets & Leaders win awards
In November Greater Manchester Police Rochdale VPC
unit won Cadet Team of the Year.
“It’s great to be recognised, particularly after such a
tough year. It’s the cadets’ positivity that motivated us
to keep going and allowed us to win this award.”
They are pictured with the High Sheriff of Greater
Manchester Diane Hawkins and Chief Constable Steve
Watson.

Not to be out done VPC leadership team from the
Stockport VPC unit won the Cadet Leadership Team of
the Year award.
"We are incredibly proud to receive this award on behalf
of everyone, both leaders and cadets, in Stockport.
Winning this award was an amazing moment for us all."

Cambridgeshire Cadet of the Year
Nominated for Cambridgeshires’ Cadet of the Year 2021 were –
Cadet Davis,
Cadet Cunningham
Cadet Prothero
The award is for an individual who can demonstrate
exceptional commitment, dedication, and significant
achievements as a member of Cambridgeshire Constabulary
Cadets in helping the force delivery plan, whilst
demonstrating the forces mission, vision, and values

NATIONAL VPC

NATIONAL VPC

December 2021

And the award went to……Cadet Cunningham, who
was awarded 'Cadet of The Year' for his great
commitment, outstanding dedication, and
enthusiasm to his unit. Congratulations!
Both Cadet Davis and Cadet Prothero were also
praised for their dedication and hard work as part
of Cambridgeshire VPC

Essex Cadet of the Year
Cadet Hooper was named Volunteer Police Cadet of the Year.
She is the head Cadet of the Thurrock Volunteer Police Cadet
Unit, joining the unit in 2017. She was nominated for being an
enthusiastic and genuine role model who inspires others.
Amongst her many roles, she is the only young person sitting
on Thurrock’s Independent Advisory Group and the Fairness &
Equality Challenge Panel,
she is chair of Thurrock Youth Cabinet and has also trained
as an Essex Police hate crime and domestic abuse ambassador

.

Northumbria don’t get their feathers ruffled!
Cadets from Northumbria continue their great relationship with the Newcastle
Eagles basketball team. The cadets regularly attend games at the Vertu
Arena and engage with
spectators.
With the Eagles mascot being
unmasked as a Year 3 cadet!
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Cadets continue to tidy up.
Over the summer we saw Cadets down at the beach litter picking, it’s a never-ending task and
during the winter Cadets are at it again improving communities by picking up litter – although
there were some larger items then just the odd crisp packet in these examples!

Gwent
Gwent cadets carry out Social Action joining the Eco
Warriors of Bran and carried out litter picking up and
down Afon Lwyd, they collected bikes, paddling pools,
a tent, as well as lots of rubbish
and fireworks.

Sutton
Cadets, residents & police youth
engagement officers helped with
the litter pick in Fairlands Park.
Finding rollies, tyres & lots more.
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Delivering important messages
Norfolk
During Alcohol Awareness Week in
November Cadets from Great
Yarmouth VPC unit in Norfolk
helped to raise awareness of buying
alcohol for under 18’s teaming up
with the local Community Alcohol
Partnership and stenciling warnings
on pavements
.

Durham
Cadets from Durham
brave the cold in
Durham Market Place
to assist the Cyber
Tea deliver free cyber
advice to Christmas
shoppers

Derbyshire
cadets from Derby and Chesterfield VPC
Units went along to the Queen's Park
Sports Centre in Chesterfield, handing
out leaflets and supporting the local
Safer Neighborhood Team with a Home
Safety Event
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Warwickshire
Cadets from Warwickshire looked at knife crime, and in support of #OpSceptre they have
written their own anti knife crime messages

Essex
Cadets from Essex have also been involved
in supporting Operation Sceptre.
The cadets (chaperoned by officers in plain
clothes) attempting to purchase knives and
other sharply pointed items that are age
restricted in shops, across the district.
Most shops challenged the cadets and
refused to sell knives.

West Midlands
A knife sweep was carried out
with support from West
Midlands Solihull VPC unit.

NATIONAL VPC

NATIONAL VPC

December 2021

Westminster burglary crime prevention
250 Burglary Crime
Prevention leaflets, to
Local Residents were
delivered to residents in
Westminster with the
help Cadets from the
Metropolitan Police VPC
(Westminster Unit).

Derbyshire launch Mini-Police
A new Mini Police scheme has been launched by Derbyshire Police. The scheme is designed to
give young children the opportunity to learn about their safety, their role within their
community and how the police work to keep them safe

Children at three schools across the county were presented with Mini Police hi-vis vests. They
will be visited weekly by their local PSCOs and partner agencies, such as Derbyshire Fire and
Rescue, RNLI and the Army and Air cadets, who will be providing classroom input and external
community projects. This pilot scheme is aimed at children aged 9-11, in years five and six, and
focuses on the contribution young people can make into our communities to make it a better
place to be.
This is not based on academic ability but is based on children who will enthusiastically join in
with all activities and are in locations where they may not always have these opportunities
open to them.
The Mini Police groups will come out into the community with the Mini Police team and could
be performing speeding enforcement, carrying out surveys with residents to help improve the
area, and visiting local care homes.
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Lincolnshire support national charity
Grantham Cadets have been selling
raffle tickets as part of a series of
events held to raise money for the
Charity BEAT.
BEAT is the UK's leading charity
supporting those affected by
eating disorders and campaigning
on their behalf. It was Founded in
1989 as the Eating Disorders
Association.

The Cadets enjoying their Christmas Dinner and well-earned rest from all the community and
training activities they have done this year
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A review of the year in (some) pictures
2021 has been another fantastic year for VPC schemes across England & Wales We could never
capture all the activity that has been carried out over the last 12 months
in one collage, but here are some examples.
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Have you got a story for us?
We want to highlight the great work done by Cadets & Leaders across all VPC schemes.
Let us know by emailing: vpc.admin@vpc.police.uk
(We endeavor to include as many articles as we can)
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